
2026 NASMDA Proposed Rule Changes

The following rule changes have been proposed and submitted to the

NASMDA Rules Committee. 

Members of the NASMDA Rules Committee are:

Chair: Tabitha Holland

Shannon Hoffman, Cori Daniels, Terri Hurley

The NASMDA Rules Committee met via conference call at 7:00 PM,  April 8, 2026.  All rule change

submissions were either approved or rejected unanimously.  Thank you to all members who submitted

changes for taking an active role in the future of NASMDA.  Your participation is greatly appreciated!

Index:
1. 130 - Leading Breeder Calculation - APPROVED

2. 174 - Ranch Rail Pleasure Gaits - APPROVED

3. 170 - Ranch Riding Gaits and Patterns - APPROVED

4. 113 - Show Approval Fees - APPROVED

5. 136 - Adopt a Parent Rulebook - APPROVED

6. 174 - Add Ranch Showmanship to Verbiage - APPROVED

7 165 - Add Verbiage to include Ranch Reining - APPROVED

8. Clarify Loping In Training Level Donkey Classes - APPROVED

9. Clarify 10 and Under Walk/Trot - APPROVED

10. Officer Terms Clarification - APPROVED

11. Youth Donkey Walk/Trot Only - APPROVED

12. Remove Ranch Conformation must take place at the end of the show - APPROVED



1. 130 - Leading Breeder Calculation

Approved as written.



2. 174 - Ranch Rail Pleasure Gaits

Approved as written.



3. 170 - Ranch Riding Gaits and Patterns

Verbiage approved as written.  The patterns provided in the current NASMDA rulebook are on par with

industry standards for all divisions.



4. 113 - Show Approval Fees

Approved as written.



5. 136 - Adopt a Parent Rulebook

AQHA recommended as approved for parent rulebook.



6. 174 - Add Ranch Showmanship to Verbiage

Approved as written.



7. 165 - Add Verbiage to include Ranch Reining

Approved as written.



17. 148 - Limit Leases 8. Clarify Loping In Training Level Donkey Classes

Page 72

D Donkey Training Level

2. In Gymkhana classses, participants breaking into a canter or lope for more than THREE strides

MUST be disqualified. In judged classes, loping or cantering will be treated as a break of gait and 

assessed the appropriate penalty.

Page 221

195 General Rules for Timed Events

K. In Ten and under and Training Level Donkey classes, participants breaking into a canter or lope for

more than THREE strides MUST be disqualified.



9. Clarify 10 and Under Walk/Trot

Page 81

C 10 and Under Youth Walk Trot

5. Lope/Canter, extended gaits, dismounts and drags will be omitted from all under saddle classes.

6. Trail Class: Working the gate is an optional obstacle

7. In Gymkhana classses, participants breaking into a canter or lope for more than THREE strides

MUST be disqualified. In judged classes, loping or cantering will be treated as a break of gait and 

assessed the appropriate penalty.

Page 221

195 General Rules for Timed Events

K. In Ten and under and Training Level Donkey classes, participants breaking into a canter or lope for

more than THREE strides MUST be disqualified.



10. Officer Terms Clarification

Approved as written.



11. Youth Donkey Walk/Trot Only

Page 36

L. YOUTH PERFORMANCE CLASSES  (18 AND UNDER)

(Ten and Under is limited to walk/trot and includes both mules and donkeys) Youth donkey classes

are limited to walk/trot only.



12. Remove Ranch Conformation must take place at the

end of the show

Approved as written.


